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country and your devotion to a cause larger
than yourself. I've seen your discipline, your
idealism, and your sense of honor. I know
that every mission you are given will be car-
ried out with skill and unselfish courage.

The first time the U.S.S. Enterprise was
ever deployed in a crisis was October 1962,
when President John F. Kennedy ordered it
to quarantine Cuba, which was arming itself
with nuclear missiles aimed at our Nation.
President Kennedy understood that dangers
to freedom had to be confronted early and
decisively. He said of the cold war, “These
are extraordinary times. We face an extraor-
dinary challenge. Our strength as well as our
convictions have imposed upon this Nation
the role of leader in freedom’s cause.”

Today, at the dawn of a new century,
America is still the leader in freedom’s cause.
And our generation is called to a central role
in this Nation’s history. As Americans, we can
be confident: The American people are
strong and resolute. The American Armed
Forces are brave and ready, and in freedom’s
cause, we will prevail.

May God bless you all. May God bless our
family—your families—and may God con-
tinue to bless the United States of America.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 11:58 a.m. at the
Echo Foxtrot Pier. In his remarks, he referred
to Adm. Robert J. Natter, USN, Commander, U.S.
Atlantic Fleet; Gov. Jeb Bush of Florida; and
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. The Office of
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks.

Statement on House of
Representatives Action on Welfare
Reform Legislation

February 13, 2003

I commend the House for acting quickly
on bipartisan welfare reform legislation that
builds upon our successful efforts that have
moved millions of Americans from welfare
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to work. This compassionate approach will
help many more Americans realize a better
life of independence, hope, and dignity that
comes with having a job. It will also promote
strong families and healthy marriages, while
freeing States to seek innovative ways to im-
prove services to those who are transitioning
from the welfare rolls to the workforce.

I now urge the Senate to act without delay
to strengthen our efforts to help our fellow
Americans on welfare achieve independence

through work.

Statement on Congressional Action
on 2003 Appropriations Legislation

February 13, 2003

I commend the Congress for finishing
work on the 2003 appropriations bills. This
budget will provide valuable resources for
priorities such as homeland security, military
operations, and education, while adhering to
the spending restraint set forth in my budget.
I look forward to signing this legislation and
to continuing a course of fiscal discipline.

Statement on Senate Confirmation of
William Donaldson as Chairman of
the Securities and Exchange
Commission

February 13, 2003

I applaud the Senate for acting quickly to
confirm William Donaldson to be the Chair-
man of the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission. In this new role, he will continue
to crack down on corporate wrongdoing,
work to protect investors, and restore con-
fidence in our capital markets. I also thank
Chairman Shelby, Senator Sarbanes, and the
Senate leadership and commend them for
their efforts.
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Memorandum To Authorize a
Drawdown for Afghanistan and
Jordan

February 13, 2003

Presidential Determination No. 2003-15

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the
Secretary of Defense

Subject: Presidential Determination to
Authorize a Drawdown for Afghanistan and
Jordan

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by
the laws and Constitution of the United
States, including section 202 and other rel-
evant provisions of the Afghanistan Freedom
Support Act (Public Law 107-327) (the
“Act”) and section 506 of the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961, as amended, 22 U.S.C.
2318, I hereby direct the drawdown of up
to $165 million of defense articles, defense
services, and military education and training
from the Department of Defense, $158 mil-
lion for the Transitional Islamic State of Af-
ghanistan, and $7 million to Jordan to assist
in its operations in Afghanistan, and further
have determined, in accordance with section
205 of the Act, that such assistance to Jordan
is important to the national security interests
of the United States.

The Secretary of State is authorized and
directed to report this determination to the
Congress and to publish this determination
in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on Iraq
February 13, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker:  (Dear Mr. President:)
Pursuant to the Authorization for Use of
Military Force Against Iraq Resolution of
2002 (Public Law 107-243) and as part of
my effort to keep the Congress fully in-
formed, I am providing a report prepared by
my Administration on matters relevant to
that resolution including on matters relating
to planning for post-liberation Iraq under
section 7 of the Iraq Liberation Act of 1998
(Public Law 105-338). The report also dis-
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cusses recent developments in the areas pre-
viously reported pursuant to section 3 of the
Authorization for Use of Military Force
Against Iraq Resolution (Public Law 102-1)
on our efforts to obtain compliance by Iraq
with the resolutions adopted by the United
Nations Security Council.
Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.

Remarks on Improving
Counterterrorism Intelligence

February 14, 2003

Thanks for the warm welcome. It’s nice
to be back to the FBI again. The last time
I was here was 14 months ago, and our coun-
try had just realized we were at war. We had
just learned that America was a battlefield.
Since the morning this country was attacked
on September the 11th, folks in law enforce-
ment all around the country have been work-
ing under urgent and difficult circumstances.
And the first thing I want to tell you all is
that this Nation is grateful for your hard
work.

Across the world we are tracking and con-
fronting and defeating international terror.
Within our own country, we're taking un-
precedented measures to protect the Amer-
ican people against a serious and continuing
danger. There is no such thing as perfect se-
curity against a hidden network of cold-
blooded killers. Yet, abroad and at home,
we’re not going to wait until the worst dan-
gers are upon us. We continue to be in a
state of war, but we’re making progress. And
today I want to talk about the Terrorist
Threat Integration Center, which will help
us meet the challenges of war, will help us
do everything we can to say clearly to the
American people, “We're working overtime
to protect you. We're doing everything in our
power to make sure the homeland is secure.”

The officials who are present here rep-
resent thousands of patriotic Americans who
know that we’ve been called into action, that
this is a new era. One of the reasons I express



